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depart ment when you started?

A.  Yes.

Q And at sone point were you no | onger
a probationary police officer there, but a
post probationary enpl oyee?

A. No, | did not conplete probation at
Hunti ngton Poli ce.

Q How |l ong was the probationary period
t here?

A. | was there -- | was on probation
for approximtely five nmonths after the
Pol i ce Acadeny.

Q So how |l ong was the Police Acadeny?

A. The Police Acadeny due to some COVID
breaks | asted approxi mately ten nonths.

Q So when you left Huntington Beach in
approximately April 2021, you were still on
pr obati on?

A.  Yes.

Q Did you resign that position?

A. | was told that -- | was told they
woul dn't be continuing ny training.

Q And do you recall whether you were
given a reason why they would not continue

your training?
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or assignment was when you started as a
probationary police officer at the
depart nment ?

A. Police officer trainee.

Q And do you recall whether there were
any other new enpl oyees or new hires training
at the same time you were?

A.  Yes.

Q Do you recall who they were?

A. Oficer Jay Choi.

Q And was that the only one?

A. He's the only one |I can recall that
was on training at the sane tinme as mysel f.

Q Okay. And to your recollection did
you start at or about the sanme tinme?

A. If | recall correctly, | believe Jay
Choi started approxi mately two nonths prior
to nysel f.

Q So, if the probationary period was
three nonths, based on your recollection, Jay
Choi would have been a little nore advanced
into his probationary period than you when
you started? Again, just based on your
recollection. |If you don't remenber, say |

don't renenber.
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MR. PETRONELLI: Objection
Specul ati on.

Go ahead.

THE W TNESS: If I -- if | recall, |
believe he finished training prior to ne.
"' mnot sure where he was in his process when
| started.
BY MS. COHEN:

Q Did you have specific personnel who
were responsi ble for your training?

A.  Yes.

Q And who were they?

A. Oficer Justin Braasch who is now a
sergeant. He was ny Phase | and Phase |
training officer and Officer Ron Lopi no, who
is now with Orange County Sheriff's, he was
my Phase Il and Ghost Phase training
of ficer.

Q \What does Ghost Phase nean?

A. Ghost phase is your |ast phase is
typically your |ast phase of training and
it's when your training officer dresses in
pl ai n clothes, nuch |ike a detective | ook
where they have a -- their badge is on a

| anyard, whether hidden or not around their
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A. California POST like P-O-S-T --
Police O ficer and Standards of Training,
yes.

Q And did you have similar training at
the Hunti ngton Beach Police Departnent?

A.  Yes.

Q Did you use sinlar police training
manual s or materials at Huntington Beach as

you did at La Pal ma?

A. | don't recall. | believe they were
simlar, because it's -- it's policing, but I
don't recall if they were the sane.

Q When you started at La Palma was --
were elements of that training famliar to
you based on your prior training?

A. To my recollection, yes.

Q Was there anything different that
you recall about your training at La Pal ma
than at Huntington Beach?

A. Not that | recall.

Q Now, you nentioned at one point
O ficer Choi was your partner. Was he the
only person who was your partner in the tine
period that you worked at La Palma with a

partner?
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A No.

Q What other partners did you have?

AL MW -- ny main first shift as a solo

officer, Oficer Zack Goble was my partner,

and then on overtime shifts or if Zack Gobl e

called in sick, then another officer would
t ake place and that woul d have been ny
partner for the shift or if | took an
overtinme shift, that wasn't nmy regul ar one
with Zack Goble as my partner, then | would
have a different partner.

Q Was an officer nanmed Megan
M r anda- El wood ever your partner?

A.  Yes.

Q Do you recall when she was your
partner?

A. If | can recall correctly, she --
she was ny partner when | worked sone
overtime day and night shifts, and I, also,

bel i eve she was either sone or all shifts,

either Phase | or Phase |Il, when Oficer
Braasch was ny training officer. | can't be
sure which one was the -- the -- the other

partner or officer during those shifts, but

do -- | did work some shifts with O ficer
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could assist themor if it was a traffic stop
at night, and if you weren't busy or on a
call you could -- you could back them up and
just kind of help direct traffic, so they
stayed safe during their traffic stop.

Q So it sounds like you're describing
it kind of a fluid situation, which nmeans
doi ng what needs to be done when the
situation calls for it; is that -- is that an
accurate characterization of how the job
went ?

A.  To my know edge, yes.

Q And I'mstrictly asking based on
your own experience, not anyone else's
experience. Just based on what you
experi enced.

In training with Oficer Braasch
and then with O ficer Lopino, was there
anyt hing different about their particul ar
styles of training that you renmenber from one
to the other?

A. | don't recall.

Q Did both of those sergeants or
officers evaluate you in the course of your

training with thenr
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A. |If you're speaking about Sergeant
Braasch and Deputy Lopi no, yes.

Q And did they do witten eval uations
of you?

A.  Yes.

Q Did they also provide you with
ver bal feedback throughout the course of your
traini ng?

A.  Yes.

Q Okay. Once you were finished with
your training at what point did Officer Cho
become your partner?

A. He becane ny partner approxi mately
the end of Decenber 2022.

Q  When you finished your training at
that point, | think you' ve described it as
you becane a solo patrol officer; is that --
was that next step after your training?

A. Correct.

Q And do you recall who nmade the
deci sion for you to proceed to that next
l evel ?

A.  That would have been -- | conpleted
Ghost Phase with Officer, at the tinme,

Lopi no, and to ny know edge it has to get
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approved by the conmand staff. | believe the
-- the training officer recomends you to be
-- your training to be conplete and then it
needs approval fromthe -- fromthe command
staff.

Q  Wen you say command staff, who did
that include if you can recall?

A. That would have been the patrol
captain, Captain Anend. | don't recall if
any or which sergeants would have been
i nvol ved in that and then to ny know edge
after Captain Amend approved my conpl etion of
training, it would also have to be approved
by the police chief, Chief Kimat the tine.

Q  So when you began your POST training
position as a patrol officer, were you stil
on probation at that tinme?

A. Are you referring to when

completed training as a solo officer; am|

still on probation?
Q  Yes.
A. Correct.

Q  And when you -- just to clarify,
when you began POST training enploynment as a

sol o patrol officer, do you recall whether

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

55:

55:

55:

55:

55:

55:

55:

55:

55:

55:

55:

55:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

56:

21

29

33

36

40

40

42

44

46

51

53

58

02

04

17

23

25

27

30

33

34

35

41

44

51

Page 50

Veritext Lega Solutions

Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127



chris
Highlight


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

there was |l ess activity at night or nore
activity at night? Strike that.

Was -- was it your experience that
there was |l ower calls for service on the
ni ght watch than on other shifts?

A. Again, it could have been -- it

could be day-to-day. Everyday was different.

You might receive a lot nore calls for
service during the night, just depending on
what was goi ng on.

Q Wen you said "nore proactivity,"
when you reviewed this eval uati on when you
signed it, did you specifically know what
types of tasks you needed to do in order to
demonstrate nmore proactivity; did you have
some under st andi ng?

A. Yes. Where it says in the box
"Conduct nore traffic stops, pedestrian
stops, bi ke stops, traffic enforcenent."

Q At the tine did you have a
percepti on about your own work that you were
doi ng adequat e nunbers of these types of
st ops?

MR. PETRONELLI: Object.

Specul ation. It lacks foundation.
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Go ahead.

THE W TNESS: From what | was being
told is | was -- | was doing -- | was doing
what | was supposed to be doing, but after
reading this, it -- Sergeant Garcia states in
the box that he -- he just wants nme to
conduct nmore of the said proactivity, such
as, traffic stops and the rest of that
sent ence.

At the time if | can recal
correctly as we went over this evaluation, he
said just keep -- keep doing what you're
doi ng and just keep progressing.

BY MsS. COHEN:

Q Did you have an understandi ng of the
reason or rationale for why the departnment or
your supervisors wanted you to be nore
proactive in making stops?

A It's just to prevent any crime in
progress or future possible crine. That was
nmy i npression

Q Did you ever discuss this aspect of
the evaluation with Sergeant Garcia?

A. | can't be sure, but |I assume we did

when we went over this eval uation.
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BY Ms. COHEN:

Q On page 3 of the evaluation there's
a conment that you needed to inprove on your
report-witing skills due to spelling and
grammatical errors and m ssing el enents of
the crine.

At the time that you received this

coment, did you have a perception that there

was anyt hi ng deficient about your report

writing?
A. | don't recall. | just see what is
witten -- his comment in the box.

Q After this comment was there
anything specific that you did to inprove
your report witing?

A.  To my know edge, it was goi nhg over
my call notes multiple tinmes and proofreadi ng
the report nultiple tines, and | believe |
woul d al so have my partner to go over ny
report just to be sure that everything
| ooked -- | ooked good.

Q And after you received this
eval uation and reviewed it and signed it, do
you recall whether there was anything

specific that you did to inprove proactivity
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when you were on patrol ?

A. Yes. | started making nore mny
proactivity. | increased ny proactivity by
maki ng nore car stops, nore pedestrian stops,
nore bi ke stops, nore traffic enforcenent.

Q What were the criteria that you used
to decide to make a car stop?

A. If there was a violation of the
Cal i fornia Vehicle Code.

Q Prior to receiving this evaluation
were there any occasi ons you renemnbered where
you el ected not to make a car stop despite
bei ng aware of a potential violation of the
vehicl e code?

A. Not that | recall.

Q So by what nmeans were you able to
i ncrease the nunber of car stops you were
maki ng, what criteria did you use to increase
the nunmber of car stops you were meking?

MR. PETRONELLI: Objection. It
| acks foundati on.

Go ahead.

THE W TNESS: Looking for violations
of the California Vehicle Code. So then

had -- | had probable cause for the traffic
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during your training with Braasch and Lopi no?

A. | don't recall right now.

Q At some point did Sergeant Garcia
cease being your supervisor at the
depart nent ?

A Yes.

Q And did you get another supervisor?

A Yes.

Q Who was that supervisor?

A.  Sergeant Koh.

Q And when Sergeant Koh was assigned
to be your supervisor do you renenber the
approxi mate date when this occurred?

A. | believe it was around or towards
the end of December 2022.

Q Do you recall who your partner was
at the time that Sergeant Koh becane your
supervi sor ?

A. Yes. It was Jay Choi

Q Had Jay Choi already been your
partner when you were being supervised by
Sergeant Garci a?

A. | don't recall if he filled in for
Zack Goble or if we worked an overtine shift

t oget her.
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Q | think I may have asked you this
earlier, but do you recall any discussions of
proactive policing when you were at
Hunt i ngt on Beach?

A, Yes, | do.

Q Did you ever have any reason to
interpret their advocacy for proactive
policing as suggesting of quota of arrests or
st ops that needed to be nade?

A. | don't believe I did.

Q Did Sergeant Koh ever give you any
i nstruction about putting yourself in a
position of advantage during your work while
he was supervising you?

A. He did, but it was by m stake
because the call that we were on was ny
partner Jay Choi's call, and | had arrived
after he had had his detainee sitting down.

Q And so when you say "a nistake," was
t hat Sergeant Koh's mstake in telling you to
put yourself in advantage?

A. He thought the call was mine, so he
told ne "Why isn't he handcuffed?"”

And | said -- | said that "This was

Officer Choi's call, and it was his decision
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not to handcuff him"

Q So -- so, you concluded he had nmade
a m stake in asking you to do sonething that
really wasn't your responsibility?

A. Correct and Oificer Choi also
responded to Sergeant Koh and said this
was -- "That was ny decision, not to handcuff
him This is nmy call."

Q Was Sergeant Koh the first person
you recall using the phrase "position of
advant age" at La Pal ma?

A. | can't be sure.

Q One of your allegations in your
claimis that Sergeant Koh canme into the
field and did his own police stops, that he
woul d then in your words, | believe, "dunp on
you."

When you started working with
Sergeant Koh, were you -- was it your

expectation that he, hinmself, would cone into

the field and do patrol work?

A. | was told -- | don't recall which
officer, but prior to starting ny shift -- ny
shift schedule with Sergeant Koh, | was told

that if he did not like you, that basically
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the termwas "Get ready for a | ot of sergeant

special s."
And | know what a sergeant specia
was because while | was in one of ny two

training phases with Officer Braasch, he

i nformed ne what a sergeant special was at La

Palma, and it was when the watch commander

goes out, |eaves the office, goes in your

beat, stops vehicles and has you cone handl e

the call.

Q In your experience when Garcia was a

wat ch conmander and you were worki ng under
his supervision, did he cone into the field

at all and do any of his own police stops?

A. | don't renenber any specific tine

of that, and | don't renmenber any specific
time where he made a traffic stop and asked
nme to cone take the handle on the call.

Q Wuld you have any basis to know
whet her he did that with respect to your
partner at the time?

A. | don't -- | don't know and can't
speak for himor them

Q Wo were the people who told you

that if Sergeant Koh didn't |ike you, he
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woul d -- he would give you what you referred
to as sergeant specials?

A. | don't renenber which officer
specifically, but | don't believe it was
anybody that was on training.

Q So your recollection is that the
peopl e who gave you that information were
peopl e who were out of training and al ready
wor ki ng as patrol officers?

A. Correct. Actually, it's possible
that it may have been O ficer Braasch because
| do recall Officer Braasch telling nme that
Sergeant Masek, who is no | onger there,
would -- would do -- would do sergeant
specials to Braasch frequently. |'m not sure
how frequent, but he said he received those
nore than --

(I naudi bl e words spoken.)

MR. PETRONELLI: M nistake. Sorry.

BY MS. COHEN:

Q So, just to go back to what you
said, you stated that you recall ed Braasch
telling you that Sergeant Masek woul d do
sergeant specials as well?

A. To Braasch. Braasch said he had
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experienced -- he had experienced the sane
thing | was experiencing with Koh, but with
Sergeant Masek and informed nme it was because
Sergeant Masek didn't |ike him

Q Did you ever work under Sergeant
Masek -- |'m sorry.

Did you ever work under Sergeant
Masek' s supervision?

A. | amsure that | did. [|'mnot sure
how many times, but to ny -- to ny know edge
| believe | worked for -- at some point
wor ked under all four of the sergeants/watch
commanders.

Q So other than Masek, Garcia and Koh
who was the fourth sergeant that you believe
you m ght have worked under?

A. Sergeant Roche, who is now Captain
Roche at La Pal ma.

Q Do you recall when you worked under
Sergeant Roche?

A. Sergeant Roche was ny -- ny
sergeant/watch commander for both of ny first
two training phases while | was with O ficer
Braasch. He was ny training officer, and |

don't recall specifics, but | believe there
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| eaving the watch conmander and going into
the field?

A.  Not that |I'm aware of.

Q Was Sergeant Koh's practice in doing
from what you previously experienced during
your enploynent at the departnent?

A.  Under Sergeant Garcia, yes.

Q Did you have any -- wi thdrawn.

When Sergeant Koh would --
wi t hdrawn al so.

Do you renenber the first tinme that
Sergeant Koh canme into the field and -- and
made a stop and called you to -- to take over
the stop he had made?

A. | don't renmenber my -- my -- | don't
remenber specifically the first time that
happened.

Q Do you recall without specifics
whet her that was fairly early on in the
peri od when you were under his supervision?

A It was fairly early under his
supervision, early in ny shift schedule with
him not early on that particular shift.

Q Right, that's what | nean. | don't

nmean early in the daytine or early in the
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shift, but | nmean early in the nonth's |ong
time period when you were working under Koh,
whi ch was in or around Decenber or Janhuary --
let's call January 2023 -- did these what you
call sergeant special stop -- start -- |

mean, start in that period of tine?

A. Yeah, they started within -- if |
recall correctly, they started within the
first couple of weeks that my -- nmy -- ny
schedul e under his supervision started
because | believe it was sonetine around
m d-January is when | contacted Captain Anend
to speak to himabout Sergeant Koh's behavi or
and actions.

Q You said earlier that Braasch had
told you that sergeants would give out
sergeant specials when they didn't |ike you.
Is that what he had told you?

A. | had heard that from-- | had heard
that from Officer Braasch during the first --
one of the first two phases where he was ny
training officer, and then | also heard it
from O ficer Lopino. |I'mnot sure if it was
during ny training or if it was sometinme

after -- if he cane in on a day shift, and |
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Q And was that the first time you had
ever had any interaction w th Sergeant Koh
when you worked that day shift in fall of
20227

A. | can't be sure, but | would assune
that it wasn't being that | had been there
for three nonths of training and then however
many nont hs of being under Garcia before |
filled in a shift with -- and Koh was the
supervi sor.

Q I'mgoing to narrow down an
interaction a little. Before fall of 2022 do
you recall ever having a conversation with

Sergeant Koh?

A. | assume that | did being that | --
Q | don't want your assunptions.
A. | can't be sure.

Q Do you renenber any specific
i nst ance where you had any substantive
conversation or comunication with himprior
to the fall of 2022?

A. | do remenber one instance where he
was the watch commander, and |'m not sure. |
believe it was -- I'mnot sure if | was off

training or still on training, but | was --
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during a briefing I had just returned froma
vacation with ny fanmily, and | remenber him
saying "nice tan," and at the time | didn't

t hi nk anything of it, but ny partner was

O ficer Mranda and then after the briefing
she did say, she goes, she goes, "You know
why he said that, right?"

And | said because | just got back
from wherever -- | think in Hawaii or
sonet hi ng.

And she said, "No, he said it
because he's basically nmaking a backhanded
coment because you took a vacation, but
you're a new officer."”

Q So, that was Oficer Mranda's
interpretation of what he said?

A.  Yes.

Q Okay. Did you have any reason to
beli eve that her observation was accurate
based on your own interaction with Sergeant
Koh?

A. | do because it is -- it was frowned
upon there if you were a new officer to take
any time off or ask for vacation, and the

only reason | did that and | brought that
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was.

Q  Okay.

A. Because that wasn't my normal --
that wasn't my normal shift schedul e during
t hat peri od.

Q Did you know or do you recal
whet her that was Koh's normal shift schedul e?

A. | don't recall.

Q Was that Mranda's nornmal shift
schedule if you know?

A. | can't be sure.

Q Do you renenber the exact words that
Sergeant Koh used when he referred to an al
Korean police force?

A. | don't renmenber the exact word
except | want or I wish | had an all Korean
police staff or police force.

Q So you renenber himusing the words
either "I wish" or "I want"?

A. That's what | renenber, correct.

Q And did either you or Oficer
M randa have any reaction to that statenent
at the tine?

A. | felt shocked that a supervisor,

wat ch conmmander woul d say that during a
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briefing in front of other officers or in
front of anybody for that fact.

Q Did you know at the time how many
ot her Korean officers were enpl oyed at the
depart nent ?

A. | knew of -- | know of Jay Choi and
| believe the chief, Chief Kim and | believe
there were two reserve officers.

Q And a part fromthose officers do
you renenber how many officers, including
those officers -- wthdrawn.

I ncludi ng those officers how many
patrol officers worked for the departnent at
the time, do you renenber?

A. | believe it was Jay Choi and the
two reserve officers.

Q Wen | say "at the tinme," | don't
mean at that particular day. | nean, at that
department in general in this time period.

A. Correct. | believe it was -- |
believe it was Jay Choi and the two reserve
of ficers.

Q And you?

A.  And nme? |'m not Korean.

Q No, I'mnot asking about Korean. |
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right after he nade that remark?

A. | don't.

Q Okay. Did you have the inpression
at the tine that he was nmaking a joke?

A. | did not and then especially with
experi ence wor ki ng under him being ny
supervi sor, he was constantly very friendly
with Jay Choi while he was ny partner and
woul d tal k about just subjects -- Korean
subjects with him and | noticed he was very
friendly with Officer Choi, and |I did not
experience that same behavi or towards nyself
what soever.

Q \When you say Oficer Choi was a few
nont hs senior to you in your training; in
ot her words, he had comenced his training
prior to when you conmenced your training
based on your recollection; is that true?

A. Correct.

Q When you say "Korean subject," what
is a Korean subject?

A. He would -- he would tal k about
Korean baseball with -- with O ficer Choi and
Korean foods and just kind of things of that

nat ur e. I think -- | think he would ask
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Officer Choi sonetinmes how to say certain
things in Korean because O ficer Choi was
born and raised in Korea and is very fluent
in the |l anguage, and fromwhat | could tel
Sergeant Koh was not as fluent in Korean

| anguage.

Q Do you have any information about
wher e Sergeant Koh was born?

A | don't.

Q Did you know at the time how | ong
Sergeant Koh had been with La Pal ma Police;
did you have that information?

A. | don't recall if I did prior to or
after that situation, but | believe it was
sonmewhere in the range of 10 to 12, 14 years
possi bly.

Q  How about Sergeant Masek, did you
have any information at the time you were
working with himto know how | ong he had been
with La Pal ma Police?

A. | knew that he -- it was definitely
| ess than seven or eight years because
O ficer Lopino was Sergeant Masek's training
of ficer -- one of them

Q | think you stated earlier it was
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fairly early in the tine period that you

wor ked under Sergeant Koh, that he first gave
you what you call a sergeant's special when
he canme out and called you out to take over a
stop for him Do you recall how often after
that he would call you to take over a stop

t hat he had made?

A. To my recollection, it was al nost
daily and there would be nmultiple tinmes
during the shift that he did it, and it was
usual ly sonmetime after about half the shift
was over and then toward the end of that
shift schedule with him he started goi ng out
earlier and earlier in the evening.

Q Did he ever tell you why he was
coming out to -- to make stops that he asked
you to take over?

A. No, not that | recall

Q Did you ask himwhy he was doing
t hat ?

A. | don't recall if I did or not.

Q At the tine that he first started
com ng out and -- and doi ng stops that he
asked you to take over, did you raise this

subject with Oficer Choi to see if the sane
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t hi ng was happening with O ficer Choi?

A. | did, frequently.

Q Do you recall what Officer Choi told
you, if anything, about that subject?

A. He said "No."

And then |, also, you know, could
see locations and | could hear radio traffic
bet ween Koh and Choi and nyself and di spatch
and he never -- the whole shift schedule, |
was partnered with Choi, he was al ways -- he
al ways was assigned to Beat 2, and | don't
remenber really any instances where Koh cane
out and went in Beat 2 and to try to put any
car stops on Choi .

When | asked Choi if he had done

that, I'm l|ike, "Do you ever experience
t hi s?"

He said "No," and he goes -- he
said sonmething to the affect, |ike, "You know

why it is, right?"

And | said, "Well, I've heard that
he doesn't like -- if he doesn't like you,
that's his MO, and what he's going to do."

Q At the tine that you were

experiencing this behavior with Sergeant Koh
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his own paperwork about that -- that stop
that particular day that you just renemnbered.
Do you renemnmber which officer that was?

A | don't.

Q You nentioned earlier that you
compl ai ned to Captain Amend sonetinme after
you started working for Sergeant Koh. Do you
remenmber when you first conplained to Captain
Amend?

A. | don't renenber the specific day,
but it was sonetinme around the m ddl e of
January 2023.

Q And do you renenber what notivated
you to conplain to Captain Anend?

A It was the -- it was the nunber of
car stops that Sergeant Koh was meki ng ne
cone take the handle on, and then he told nme
that -- he said, "Don't expect anything."

He -- he -- originally he thought I
m ght quit because | said I'm like, "This is
-- the behavior is like | can't tolerate this
and |'mgetting put in situations that are
unsafe for me, and I'mgoing to have to
answer in court to the -- to this if

sonet hi ng happens with one of the car stops
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and it turns into sonething bigger."
And he said, "Don't expect anything
to happen overnight, but I will talk to him"

Q So you conpl ai ned about the nunber
of car stops to Captain Amend and he told you
he woul d speak to Sergeant Koh about it?

A.  Yes.

Q Do you know for a fact that he did
speak to Sergeant Koh about it?

A. | don't know that -- | don't know
for a fact whether he spoke to Koh or not,
but | assumed he did because --

MS. COHEN: |I'mgoing to nove to
strike that part.

I''m not asking about assunptions.
| just want to know whether you know whet her
he spoke to Sergeant Koh

THE WTNESS: | don't have any
positive know edge that he did that.
BY MS. COHEN:

Q Okay. Do you recall the next tine
after that when you conpl ained to Captain

Anmend?

A. | believe it was sonetinme in January

agai n.
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Q Do you know how many days or weeks
after your first conplaint?

A. | can't be sure.

Q And do you recall what you
conpl ai ned about during your second conpl ai nt
to Captain Amend?

A. If | renmenber correctly, it was
about himtelling me "To stop" were his word,
"Bl ack people with prison tats," and "to | ook
for drivers that appear to have prison tats"
is what he called them and there was an
i nstance -- there was an instance, | believe,
after Koh had stopped a vehicle at a gas
station and my beat for expired registration
and then called ne to cone take the handle on
t hat stop.

But, Officer Choi was a |ot closer
to Koh's location. So Choi arrived first and
when | got there -- Koh -- or sorry -- Cho
was searching the vehicle and Koh was
standi ng near the vehicle and had the
African- Anerican man sitting on the curb, and
he was conpl ai ni ng that he didn't do anything
wrong to be having his car searched.

Q And so do you renenber what
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specifically you told Captain Anmend?

A. | believe it was sonmething to the
affect of, "That's racial profiling drivers."

Q So -- so, in, sonetine in January,
you conpl ained to Captain Amend that he
was -- that Sergeant Koh was engaging in
racial profiling?

A. That was the -- the nmeeting with
Captain Amend sonetinme in the |ate January,
possi bly early February because | al so nade
compl aints to Captain Amend in February.

Q And so the first time you conpl ai ned
to Captain Amend about the number of car
stops, was that an in-person conversation
with hin®?

A M first neeting with Captain Amend
was prior to my shift in person at a coffee
shop in the City.

Q And did you take any notes about
t hat neeting?

A. They're text nessages of that
nmeeting and what | ocation to neet up.

Q Are those text nessages before the
nmeeting in order to plan the neeting?

A Correct.
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t hi ng was happening with O ficer Choi?

A. | did, frequently.

Q Do you recall what Officer Choi told
you, if anything, about that subject?

A. He said "No."

And then |, also, you know, could
see locations and | could hear radio traffic
bet ween Koh and Choi and nyself and di spatch
and he never -- the whole shift schedule, |
was partnered with Choi, he was al ways -- he
al ways was assigned to Beat 2, and | don't
remenber really any instances where Koh cane
out and went in Beat 2 and to try to put any
car stops on Choi .

When | asked Choi if he had done

that, I'm l|ike, "Do you ever experience
t hi s?"

He said "No," and he goes -- he
said sonmething to the affect, like, "You know

why it is, right?"

And | said, "Well, I've heard that
he doesn't like -- if he doesn't like you,
that's his MO, and what he's going to do."

Q At the tine that you were

experiencing this behavior with Sergeant Koh
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| arrived, and that | would arrive a little
early and to neet with himin his office.

Q And was anyone el se present when you
had this conversation with him about racia
profiling?

A. Just he and I in his office.

Q And did you nake any written
conmpl ai nt about racial profiling?

MR. PETRONELLI: Objection. Vague
as to tine.

Go ahead.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall any
written.
BY MsS. COHEN:

Q Do you specifically recall Sergeant
Koh telling you to stop the person because
they were Bl ack?

A. Are you speaki ng about that instance
at the gas station?

Q Yes, |I'm speaking of the instance
that you say you reported to Captain Amend.

A. | didn't stop that vehicle.
Sergeant Koh did.

Q | think you m sunderstand ny

gquestion. | believe you said earlier that
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you conpl ai ned that Sergeant Koh told you to
stop Bl ack people with prison tattoos; is
that an instruction he gave you?

A. Sergeant Koh gave ne that
i nstructi on.

Q And when did he give you that
i nstruction?

A. | don't renenber the specific date.

Q Did he give you that instruction
nore than once?

A. | renenber himcomenting about
Bl ack people and prison tats nore than once.

Q And did he give you that instruction
in connection with a particular stop that he
made or that you made?

A. | know there was one stop that | had
made and after the call was conplete, he said
-- he said, "Did you see the guy's prison
tats?"

| said, "I couldn't tell any prison
tats. It was dark. It's night. The man had
Af rican-Anerican skin with sonme kind of black
tattoos, but | couldn't nmake at all what the
tattoos were, and he was in his vehicle the

whole tine."

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

01:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

38:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

39:

17

20

23

25

28

29

31

31

35

36

37

41

44

47

51

52

56

01

05

05

08

12

15

17

21

Page 139

Veritext Lega Solutions

Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127



chris
Highlight


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

peopl e?

A. There was -- there was nmore talk
from hi m about Bl ack people than Latino,
Hi spani c.

Q Well, when you say "nore talk,"
you' ve testified that you heard one comrent
before you made that stop and then you heard
one comment about Bl ack people -- |'msorry
-- let ne rephrase that.

You heard one comment about
st oppi ng Bl ack peopl e before that and then
one coment on the occasi on when he joined
you on that stop. After that how many tines
did you hear comments about specifically
about stopping Black drivers?

MR. PETRONELLI: Objection. It
nm sstates testinony.

Go ahead.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall how
many times specifically.
BY MS. COHEN:

Q And separate from conversations
where -- or conments about stopping Bl ack
drivers, how often did you hear hi m nmaki ng

coments about stopping Latino drivers?
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A. At least one time that | can
remember. | don't recall what the exact
coment was or the date, but | got the
i mpression that it was mainly | ook for
Hi spani ¢ and Bl ack nmal e drivers.

Q Did he ever comment on | ooking for
drivers of any ethnicity based on their
tattoos or body markings?

A. The other -- aside fromthe -- the
-- when he said "Bl ack people,” | don't
recall another one involving prison tats --
prison tattoos.

Q In your conversations wth other
officers, we've already tal ked about O ficer
Choi, but other officers, did you discuss

these coments that you say Sergeant Koh made

to you with any other officers -- patro
of ficers, | nmean.
A. | don't recall if there were any

other patrol officers that | nentioned that
to.

Q Did any other patrol officers tel
you that they heard simlar things from
sergeants that they worked under?

A. Not that | remenber.
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Q Okay. Was it customary for you to
be asked to initial a personnel |og when
there are comments nade about you in it by a
supervi sor?

A. Yes. You had to sign that
acknow edgi ng that you had received it.

Q And it says that he had | earned you
had fallen asleep.

Did you confirmto himthat that
you fell asleep or was it your understandi ng
he | earned about you falling asleep from
anot her source?

A. He accused ne of falling asleep
because | didn't answer his radio when he
call ed ne over the radio.

Q Did you take the position that you
had not fallen asl eep?

A. | did, and he didn't -- he didn't
bel i eve ne.

Q Wll, was there -- if you were not
asl eep, is there a reason you did not respond
to his call to you?

A. If | didn't respond to his radio
call, I didn't hear it, and then i mmediately

after when he said his -- he called nme over
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the radi o, dispatch called ny phone.
answered that.

Q And was this before or after your
first conplaint made to Captain Amend?

A. This date of 2/9 would be after
made at | east two conplaints to Captain Amend
regar di ng Koh.

Q Was the 1/27 incident before or
after you nade a conplaint to Captain Anend,
do you recall?

A. | believe that was after.

MS. COHEN: |'mgoing to share with
you as Exhibit 5, your responses to specia
interrogatories served on you by the City of
La Pal na.

(Wher eupon, Exhibit 5 was marked
for identification.)

BY MsS. COHEN:

Q | only have one question about one
response. Special Interrogatory 31 asked you
to state the date each tine you nade a
complaint to Captain Amend, and you |listed
all of the dates that you made conplaints to
Captain Amend, and you said the first one was

on January 31st, 2023.
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Do you believe that you made a
complaint to himprior to that date?

A. | believe ny initial -- ny first
conplaint to himwas prior to the end of
January.

Q Okay. So do you recall what you
compl ai ned to him on January 31st, when you
conpl ai ned to Captain Anend?

A. | don't renenber specifically what
was conpl ai ned about on January 31st, but the
only conplaints | had to Captain Amend were
i nvol vi ng Sergeant Koh's behavi or and
actions.

Q Do you renenmber what you conpl ai ned
about on February 3rd, was that the second
compl ai nt when you conpl ai ned about the --
the stop of the Black person with tattoos?

A. | can't be sure.

Q Do you recall what you conpl ai ned
about on February 9th, 2023?

A. | don't recall for sure

Q Okay. And do you recall what you
compl ai ned about on March 31st, 20237

A. No, | don't recall for sure.

Q Do you recall that each of those
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compl ai nts were specifically about Sergeant

Koh's on what you call sergeant stops?

A. Each one of those conplaints woul d

be about Sergeant Koh and his actions and
behavi or towards me and the -- just his
di scrimnation and retaliation, but I don't

know of which one had specific parts to it,

but each one of those would be invol ving Koh.

Q So when you say "his

di scrimnation,"” do you nean his
di scrim nation towards the people he was
directing you to stop?
A. That and mysel f.
Q Okay. And what acts of
di scrim nation do you believe Sergeant Koh
engaged in with -- with respect to you?
A. His treatment of Officer Choi.
MR. PETRONELLI: Objection. It
calls for a |l egal conclusion.
Go ahead.
THE W TNESS: His treatnment of

Officer Choi and nyself and how vastly

different they were and comments nade to ne

from O ficer Choi regarding Koh's conments to

hi m about dunpi ng car stops on me and -- and
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just the car stops like the sergeant stops.
BY MS. COHEN:

Q So -- so, you view coments that
O ficer Choi nmade to you about things that
Sergeant Koh may have said to Officer Choi as
forms of discrimnation against you?

A. Correct.

Q Okay. And that discrimnation is
based on the fact that Officer Choi and
Sergeant Koh both happened to have a Korean
background?

A Yes.

Q And that includes coments that
Officer Choi made to you that Sergeant Koh
did not make in your presence?

A. He did not make those in ny
presence. | |earned about those conments
after he told Choi the coments.

Q So did you not hear these coments
t hat Sergeant Koh supposedly nmade to O ficer
Choi firsthand?

A.  No.

Q And do you know what -- can you I|i st
the coments that Officer Choi nade to you

that he clainms Sergeant Koh nade to hin?
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i nci dent occurred?
A. | don't renenber specific date. |
remenber the scenario, but |I don't renenber
t he date.
Q And did that happen on nore than one
occasi on when he counsel ed you about
i mproperly providing access to -- to jai
cell door keys during detention or transport
of prisoners?
A. There is only one tinme that I
recal | .
Q And was that in or around
March 23rd, do you recall?
A. | can't recall a date
M5. COHEN: Ckay. I'mgoing to
just share with you a docunent. This is the
next exhibit which is 6, | believe.
(Wher eupon, Exhibit 6 was nmarked for
identification.)
MS. COHEN: |'mactually -- | think
that's seven.
COURT REPORTER: This is six.
MS. COHEN: Six. Okay. Six.
Sorry. This is another personnel |log --

anot her page of a personnel log. Again, it's
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just one page, that's the bottom and that's
the top. It's another La Pal ma police
department personnel log. The date is of the
log is 3/5/23. The supervisor is Koh. And
see initials at the bottomand |I'll ask you
if those appear to be your initials.

THE W TNESS: They appear to be.
BY MS. COHEN:

Q And the comment is on 3/4. You were

in the jail cell enclosure, and I'Il just |et
you read it. | won't read it to you. It
will be in the record, but please feel free

to read that.

A. | do recall that instance.

Q And do you recall O ficer --
Sergeant Koh -- withdrawn.

Do you recall Sergeant Koh

counseling you on this issue?

A. | do, but sone of the details in
this, as | recall, are incorrect.

Q Okay. And what details do you
bel i eve are incorrect?

A. The -- there were three i nmates and
not two, and | was asked to transport the

three inmates to County, which would nmean one
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of them would have to sit in the front seat
of my unit, and the keys in the jail -- there

is two cells inside the main door of the j ai

there, and two are in one cell. One person
was in the other cell, and | unl ocked the one
door and | don't remenber if | -- | |ocked

one door, transported the one or two i nmates
that were in that one, and then | had set the
keys on this | edge in between the two cel
doors and then transported themto County
because you're not supposed to | eave them
unattended in the unit, so | have to take
them | can't come back in.

I have to go with them put themin
the unit, transport them and then |later on
in the shift | was citing and rel easing a
person and he was -- he was conpliant, there
wasn't any threat.

He was just being processed,
witten a ticket and then free to go out the
back door, and he just needed to use the
restroomin there, and the only restroomis
the toilet in the cell. | had taken himin
there and he said -- | don't renmenber if he

said, "Can | have privacy?", or | said, "I'lI
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give you privacy," and | shut the nmin jai
cell door and then saw the keys that were
sitting there on the | edge. And | had ask
him "Can you unl ock the door."

You coul d unlock fromthe front or
t he back, but the reason he -- he's not
handcuffed is because he was just being cited
and rel eased, and |' m obvi ously not rel easing
an inmate with handcuffs on

Q So do you think there are sone
details that are not accurately recorded or
i ncluded in Sergeant Koh's narrative here?

A. Fromny nenory it appears so.

Q Did you feel that way when you
initialed the narrative?

A | did.

Q Okay. Did you ask to have the
narrative rewitten or say you woul dn't
initial it as witten?

A. No, | don't recall telling himthat
I would not signit, and | was -- | was told
-- 1 was told not signing anything like this
or not signing your evaluation was -- it was
heavily frowned upon and just to sign it and

acknow edge that you had received it.
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and | know | asked you about the other two
dates you had listed, February 9th and
March 31st, and you didn't renenber
specifically what you conpl ai ned about.

Do you recall how many times you
conmpl ai ned separately to Captain Amend about
what you considered racial profiling by

Ser geant Koh?

A. | don't remenmber the nunber of tines

specifically. | know it was nore than once.

Q And in each one of the tinmes that
you spoke with Captain Amend, did you
conpl ai n about the types of work that you
felt Sergeant Koh was dumpi ng on you or
putting on you?

A. | believe so

Q Did you specifically tell Captain
Amend that you believe that Sergeant Koh was
notivated to give you this work by sone
ani nosity towards your race?

A. | do.

Q Okay. And do you recall what

Captain Anrend' s response was, if any?

A. His response to ne on nore occasions

than once is that he would talk to Sergeant
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Koh about ny concerns, but told ne also nore
than once don't expect anything to happen

i medi ately, to which | replied | can't -- "I
can't continue tolerating his behavior and
his treatment and his retaliation. | don't
want to -- | don't want to |leave this place
of enpl oynent."

And he asked nme, "Yes, please do

not -- please don't quit."
| said, "I don't want, to but if
his -- if his actions don't -- and behavi or

doesn't change towards nme, it's going to
| eave me with no choice."
Q Do you renenber the specific
| anguage you used when you conpl ained to
Captain Amend about -- about Sergeant Koh's
treatnent of you?
MR. PETRONELLI: Objection. Vague
as to time. Conpound.
Go ahead.
THE WTNESS: | don't renenber the
specific words that were used.
BY MS. COHEN:
Q Okay. Do you relate to him any of

the things that you testified about earlier
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performance -- an annual performance
eval uation at the end of May 20237

A. | do.

Q And does this look like the
performance eval uation that you received?

A. That |ooks like it, yes.

Q  And when you signed the eval uation
did you read it at the time before you signed
it?

A.  Yes.

Q And was this evaluation done by
Sergeant Koh who was your supervisor at the
ti me?

A.  Yes.

Q And on the first page it has a

summary performance rating -- overall rating
of NI. That was needs inprovenent. And it
states -- let's go back up to the top -- that

you are, as the enployee, eligible for a step
i ncrease, but the departnent does not
recomend a step increase.
What was your understandi ng of what
a step increase was or neant?
A. That was an increase in hourly pay

t hat was supposed to happen on the one-year
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mar k.

Q  And under what circunmstances would
sonebody get a step increase or an increase
in hourly pay at the one-year mark?

A. I'msorry. Can you ask the question
agai n?

Q Under -- under what circunstances or
what factors were taken into consideration in
giving you a step increase if you knew at the
time?

MR. PETRONELLI: Objection.
Specul at i on.

Go ahead.

THE W TNESS: M i npressi on was you
got a raise -- a step increase at the
si x-month mark, and you al so got one at the
one-year nark.
BY MsS. COHEN:

Q And had you gotten a step increase
at the six-nonth mark?

A.  Yes.

Q At the six-nmonth mark do you recal
whet her your overall rating was a needs
i nprovenment or higher rating than that?

AL MWy -- ny recollection, it was a
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A. | resigned sonetinme shortly after.

Q Okay. Had you been planning to
resign before you got your eval uation?

A. No.

Q Had you thought about resigning your
j ob?

A | did.

Q Okay. But, you did not have a
specific plan to resign prior to getting your

eval uati ons?

A. | didn't have a specific plan.
thought if the -- if the treatnment didn't
change, | couldn't continue working there

anynore and working in those conditions.

Q And did your evaluation have any --
have any affect on your decision to resign?

A It did.

Q And were you notivated to resign
once you got that evaluation?

A. | felt that would be the best thing
for myself and nmy famly due to | could see
the path that this was taking, the sanme path
that they did to Zack Goble prior to
term nating him

MS. COHEN: |1'mgoing to share with
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you this docunent, which is a one-page
docunent .

(Wher eupon, Exhibit 9 was marked
for identification.)
BY Ms. COHEN:

Q It's a police departnent interoffice
meno, La Palma, to Chief Kimfrom O ficer
Byer dated June 1st, 2023. Re: Resignation.

It says, "lI amsubmtting ny two
weeks notice of resignation effective as of
t oday. "

We just | ooked at your eval uation
that you signed on May 31st. So, did you
subnmit your resignation i mediately after
revi ewi ng and si gni ng your eval uation?

A It was after reviewing it and
signing it. |1 don't remenber the specific
date, if it was later that evening or
sonetinme during the next day.

Q Okay. And did -- did there --
anyt hing el se happen in between you getting
your evaluation and submitting your
resignation that inpacted your decision to
resign?

A | just -- | talked to ny famly
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about it, and we decided that that would be
the best decision going off the history over
the past few nonths that | had had at La
Pal ma and then realizing the things that were
in nmy evaluation, what that contained and the
direction | felt that nmy enploynment with them
woul d have been headed and thought ny
probati on woul d be extended at the 18-nonth
mark |i ke how Zack Goble's was. He disagreed
with that, and he conplained to HR and was
i medi ately fired.

Q Well, I'"'mgoing to nove to strike
your comments about M. Gobl e because his
i ssues are not at issue here. This
deposition isn't about him We don't have
any -- he's not here. W don't have any
facts about him |'mjust asking about you
and your experience and decision to resign.

A. Okay. M experience was knowi ng his
experience and --

Q Okay. There is no question pending
ri ght now.

MR. PETRONELLI: 1'mjust going to

state that the refusal to allow himto answer

the question is apparent. | understand you
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A. To nmy knowl edge. To ny know edge.

Q  Just what you know.

A.  To my know edge, she was HR for the
police departnment and the City enpl oyees. |
don't know if she was a supervisor or a
manager .

Q And when you net with Mss
W | ker son, was anybody el se present?

A. There was a nenber of City Council
| don't believe it was the City Manager. |
believe it was the next person down,

Assi stant City Manager or sonething of that
nat ur e.

Q And do you recall what specifically
you di scussed with Mss WI kerson and this
ot her person who was present at the neeting?

A. | explained all of the actions that
wer e taken against me from Sergeant Koh over
the months prior to that date.

Q  And when you say "all of the
actions," are you referring to all of the
times that he called you out on stops that he
had initiated and -- and required you to

finish?

A. | didn't tell them about every
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single stop, but in general | said this is
the constant -- his actions, behavior and
treatment toward ne, and also that | had

al ready conpl ai ned nunerous tines to Captain
Amend and once to Sergeant CGuerrero and
not hi ng was done and the discrimnnation and
retaliation just continued to get worse

t hrough that shift schedul e.

Q Do you recall the date that you
actually had the interview?

A. | don't recall the exact date.

Q Were you still working when you had
the interview or had you ceased actual doing
work for the departnent when you finally had
the interview with HR?

A. If | remenber correctly, | believe
it was ny last day to conme in and cl ean out
my police locker. That was the earliest that
Crystal could get ne the neeting.

Q And did you report anything to HR
about the statement that you heard Koh nake
about having an all Korean police force?

A. | believe that | did. | can't be

sure, though.

Q And was this the first time that you

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

19:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

20:

35

38

40

42

46

49

52

54

58

02

03

09

10

13

17

18

21

25

32

37

43

50

54

56

03: 20: 57

Page 205

Veritext Lega Solutions

Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127



chris
Highlight

chris
Highlight


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

had raised this with HR?

A. Wth HR, yes.

Q And after you had this neeting with
HR, you were no | onger working for the
departnment, so you were no | onger being
supervi sed by O ficer Koh, correct?

A. | don't recall the exact date.

Q Okay. Well, you say your |ast date
of work was on or around June 8th?

A. My paperwork says that, yes.

Q So if you had your interview with HR
on your |ast date of work, your last shift
after that date, did you continue to work or
supervi sed by Sergeant Koh?

A. | don't believe so

Q And do you recall whether you
conpl ained to or reported to HR anyt hi ng
about racial profiling by Sergeant Koh?

A.  To my know edge | informed them
during the nmeeting that | had with Crystal
and HR about the actions Koh was taking.

Q Okay. And do you renenber
specifically what you said in terns of what
you bel i eve Koh was doing that reflected

racial profiling?
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A. | don't renenber my verbiage.

Q Was this the first time that you
rai sed possible racial profiling by Sergeant
Koh with HR?

A. Wth HR, yes.

Q Didyoutell HR that any other
of ficers had conpl ai ned about Sergeant Koh?

A. | believe | told themthat this
wasn't any new behavi or of Koh towards patro
of ficers.

Q Did you nention to HR that O ficer
Ki m had had conplaints or issues with
Ser geant Koh?

A. | believe so

Q And who was O ficer Kim was he
sonebody el se that you worked with at the
time?

A. He was a reserve officer during the
tinme that I was there, and | know he had a
compl ai nt about Koh after an anonynous survey
prior to ne -- ny enploynment -- an anonynous
survey was given to the officers about
command staff and Andrew Ki m gave Sergeant
Koh an unsatisfactory review, and it was

supposed to be anonynmous, but then Sergeant

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

03:

22:

22:

22:

22:

22:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

23:

24

24:

24:

24:

32

36

37

41

42

16

19

26

28

36

36

39

43

44

46

48

50

50

53

56

03

08

09

15

03: 24: 18

Page 207

Veritext Lega Solutions

Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127



chris
Highlight

chris
Highlight


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Koh approached Andrew Kimin the parking | ot

about why he gave hi m an unfavorable review
Q And what -- what is your know edge

of that based on, was that told to you by

O ficer Kinf

A. | believe so or another patro
of ficer that was hired during the tine.
Andrew Kimused to be a full-duty patro
of ficer, but then chose to be a reserve
officer partly due to Koh's actions.

Q And do you renmenmber specifically
what conplaints Oficer Kimhad about
Sergeant Koh based on either things that
Officer Kimtold you or sonebody el se rel ated
to you?

A. | don't recall specifics.

Q Okay. But, you just knew that, that
Officer Kimhad sone conpl ai nts about
Ser geant Koh?

A. Correct.

Q Was Oficer Kim Korean?

A. | believe so. [|I'mnot sure his
descent, but he is Asian.

Q Okay. To your visualization of him

did he appear to be Asian?
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A. He appears to be Asian, yes.

Q Did you also nention to HR that an
of ficer named Suh or Suh -- Suh, | believe is
how it's pronounced -- S-U-H -- had
conpl ai ned about or had some issues with
Ser geant Koh?

A. | was told that Suh is how he
pronounces his name. | was told that Suh did
have sonme sort of conplaints or issues with
Sergeant Koh, but | don't know the specifics
of those in detail

Q Did you ever discuss that directly
with Officer Suh?

A. | don't recall. He was also a
reserve officer

Q Okay. So -- so, you may have heard
about Officer Suh directly from Officer Suh
from sonebody el se, but you don't know?

A. | don't recall.

Q Was Oficer Suh Asian or Korean to
your know edge or visualization of hinf

A. | believe he is Asian. | don't know
whi ch -- which descent of Asian that he is.

Q And do you have any know edge or

i nformati on about the nature of O ficer Suh's
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there was any -- any kind of denotion or
recourse or punishment for it.

Q And a part fromyou not getting a
response, did you have any information as to
whet her the City was doing any investigation
at that point?

A No, not that | recall.

Q So you don't know whether they were
or not, you just know you didn't get a
response?

A. Correct.

MS. COHEN:. We're up to -- or
you're going to kill me if | say | don't
remenber. Exhibit...

COURT REPORTER: Ten is next.

MS. COHEN: Excuse nme?

COURT REPORTER: Exhibit 10.

MS. COHEN: Can you | ook back at the
| ast exhibit nunber and tell ne which one |
used?

COURT REPORTER: Yes. Exhibit 10.
The next one is Exhibit 10.

MS. COHEN: Okay. Exhibit 10 is an
e-mail from Ross Byer on Wednesday, June 28th

to Crystal W/ kerson, and the subject is
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“"Notes on Koh's behavior/retaliation/action.

(Wher eupon, Exhibit 10 was marked
for identification.)

BY MS. COHEN:

Q W'Il gointo the specifics, but |
just want to show you that it's a two-page
e-mail. It's your nane in the fromline.

Do you recall having sent this
e-mail to Mss WIkerson?

A.  Yes.

Q Okay. Do you want to | ook through
the whole thing before | ask you any
guestions?

A.  No.

Q I'mhappy to scroll through and have
you read it.

Was this after you say you had nade
a couple of conplaints and -- |I'msorry --
strike the word "conplaints."”

Was this an e-mail sent after you
say you had sent a couple of e-mails asking
for updates from M ss W I kerson?

A. | don't believe this e-mail was sent
before | asked for any updates. This was an

e-mail that Crystal had requested nme to send
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after the neeting with her due to she said
that she couldn't wite fast enough and just
to minor notes and wanted me to send her an
e-mail of ny conplaints in nore detail.

Q So she invited you to put your
complaints in sonme witten form is that --
is that what she asked for?

A.  Yes. She wanted nore detail because
she couldn't wite fast enough for when | was
in person with the nmeeting with her

Q Do you recall when she asked you for
this e-mail?

A. | don't.

Q Was it soon after the neeting or --
or later than that? This e-mail is about
20 days after your neeting.

A. | don't recall.

Q So, to -- to clarify, when you say
you asked for -- you said e-mails asking for
updates, did you send those e-mails after you
sent this e-miil to Mss WIkerson?

A. | believe so

Q And so it was after that that you
say you never got a response to e-mil

requests for updates?
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guestions | have for you today. | don't know

i f your counsel has any questions for you,

but I'm going to be done for now. [|'Il see
if M. Petronelli has any questions, but
otherwise, |'ve -- |I've finished ny

exam nation. Thank you, M. Byer
THE W TNESS: You are wel cone.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. PETRONELLI
Q | do have -- | think just two
guestions. So, first, earlier you had said
that after you conplained to Captain Amend in
January of 2023, that you believed that he
had spoken to Koh about your conplaints. Wy
do you believe that Captain Amend had spoken
to Koh about your conplaints after you had
complained to himin January of 20237
A. Because he told ne that he woul d,
and then after | had conplained to him the
car stops in ny beat increased one nore.
Q The car stop frone
A. Sergeant Koh.
Q And then you said one of the reasons
you said when you decided to resign, that one

of the reasons that you had deci ded to resign
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was you had sone understandi ng of what had
happened to anot her officer there, and you
felt Iike you m ght be headed down the sane
past. Can you el aborate on that?

A. Yes. So, ny partner Zack Goble, who
was ny partner the first six nonths, | was
there as solo officer, he went to another
shift when | went with my -- when | was
assigned to Koh's shift, and shortly after
that was his 18-nonth mark and was supposed
to get off of probation and his -- all of his
stats in all categories were at the top or
near the top in every category. | thought he
was doing a great job as a police officer in
my opinion, and | knew that his probation
peri od was com ng up, and | showed up at work
to -- during my shift, and he was there, and
| said, "Hey, congrats. You're off
probati on."

He said, "No, that his probation
was extended."

And | asked, "Wy?"

And he -- | don't renenber his
answers as to why, but | was surprised they

were extended from my experience of the job
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he had been doing as an on duty police
officer, and he said that he disagreed with
it, and that he was going to talk to HR about
it, and then within the days shortly after
that, | received an e-mail to ny La Pal ma
Police e-mail address that said, "Zack Goble
is no | onger working for La Palm."

And | called himand said, "Wat
happened?"

And he said he conpl ained to HR and
then the chief term nated himw t hout
expl anati on.

Q How do you spell his -- Zack's | ast
name?

AL GOB-L-E

MR. PETRONELLI: That's all | had.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MsS. COHEN:

Q Okay. Just to clarify one thing
based on your -- the question that your
counsel asked you. You say that you believed
that Captain Amend spoke to Koh -- that's
your presunption; correct, based on the fact
that afterwards you perceived that Sergeant

Koh continued to increase his stops that he
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) SS.
COUNTY OF SAN FRANCI SCO )

|, DEBRA L. ACEVEDO- RAMI REZ, hereby
certify:

That | am a Certified Shorthand
Reporter of the State of California;

That in pursuance of my duties as
such, | attended the proceedings in the
foregoing matter and reported all of the
proceedi ngs and testimony taken therein;

That the foregoing is a full, true
and correct transcript of my shorthand notes
so taken.

Dat ed: March 7, 2025

<5496, Si gnat ur e%>
DEBRA L. ACEVEDO- RAM REZ, RPR, CSR 7692
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